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Membrane 7—cont.

Dieulacres on Sunday after Michaelmas, 18 Edward III, in the
presence of John le Blount and Robert de Waltham ; a second was
delivered to him there on Monday after All Saints following, in the
presence of Richard Frost and William le Forester; and a third,
requiring him to answer for his disobedience to the other two before
the king in the octaves of the Purification following, was delivered to
the abbot at the same place on Sunday before Christmas Day,
18 Edward III, in the presence of John atte Grene and Robert atte
Dene. All which writs he has treated with contempt. The abbot,
by Robert de Clifton, his attorney, denies the contempt and says that
Randolf, sometime earl of Chester and Lincoln, by a charter pro-
duced granted in frank almoin to the monks at Dulacresse the land of
Rudeyard by these bounds, the water of Ludebeche running between
Rudeyard and Leth to the house of Ralph Bet, thence to Merebrok,
thence to Quamendehul, and back by the house of Dodin to
Scpulchmm T/umi, thence by Falingbrok to Fulhe and Luddebrok.
Wherefore he says the king ought not to charge the abbey with any
corrody and that the said Robert never had any. The said John rejoins
that the said Rudyard, where the abbey is now situated, is
entirely without the bounds of the county of Chester, and earl
Randolf held it of the king's progenitors as of the crown,
and so it is now held in chief. Also that the earldom of Chester
with the fees, lordships and possessions late of the said earl came into
the hands of the king's progenitors. And for the more full declaration
of the right of the king in this behalf the said John says that the
abbot holds of the king in chief as of his crown, between the waters
of Davene and Leg, co. Stafford, the manor of Leek, the wood of
Helleswode and the manor of Burchehowgraunge, and therefore his
house is liable to iind sustenance for the king's servants.

The abbot says that he holds the manor and lands aforesaid of the
earl of Chester as of the honor of his sword of Chestre and not of the
king in chief.

Therefore let a jury come before the king a fortnight after
Michaelmas.

At which day before the king at Westminster came the said John,
the abbot, by his attorney, and a jury who say on oath that the
abbey is of the foundation of one Randolf, sometime earl of Chester,
and from that time the abbots have held the lands in question in
frank alnioin of the earls of Chester as of the honor of the sword of
Chester, and that Robert de Carmenton never had any sustenance in
the abbey at the mandate of Edward I. Judgment for the abbot.

Presentation of Robert de Wymundwold to the vicarage of the church
of Berkeleye, in the diocese of Worcester, in the king's gift by reason of
the priory of Tikford being in his hands on account of the war with
France.

Pardon to John le Wolf of his outlawry in the county of Salop for non-
appearance before the justices of the Bench to answer touching a plea of
Ralph le Botyler that he render an account for the time when he was
his receiver, on certificate by John de Stonore, chief justice, that he has
now surrendered to the Flete prison.

Promise to Gailard Sadas, merchant of Gascony, to pay to him at
Michaelmas at the receipt of the exchequer 133£. 19.s. 7d. due for 43 tuns
of wine bought from him for the king's use by Robert Pynsoun and John
de Hamelden, By bill of the treasurer,
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