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has alienated great part of the said lands and goods to his disheriso:
lately commanded Thomas de Aspale, then escheator in the count;
to view the said John and examine him circumspectly upon all matte
whereby he could be certified of his state, and nevertheless to enquii
by the oath of good men whether the said John, being in the sane
state, had alienated lands and goods, what lands were left to hin
and of whom the lands, alienated and not alienated, are held and b
what service, and who was the next heir ; and by the inquisitio
it was found that the said John had been an idiot for sixteen year
always in the same state without lucid intervals, that there cam
to him by inheritance by the death of his father James de la Berto
a messuage, with a dovecot and garden, and 400 acres of arable Ian
in Wenton and Oklee, with a several pasture and other appurtenance*
worth IQIs. Id. yearly, held of others than the king, which sai
messuage and lands, having been taken into the king's hands 01
this account, he committed the keeping of them to Thomas de Mug
senden, to hold for such time as the same should remain in the king'
hands, without waste, for a fixed rent to be paid the king beyond find
ing sustenance for the same John. And afterwards, at the suit of th
latter suggesting that he was of sound mind and had been so at th
time of the taking of the inquisition and before, and praying for resti
tution of his lands, with the issues thereof while in king's hands, th<
king commanded the said escheator to examine his state in the presence
of the said Thomas, and further to find by inquisition whether h<
were of sound mind or an idiot, and, if so, whether he was so from hi*
nativity or from some other time and had any lucid intervals, and on it*
being found by the personal examination as well as by the inquisition
that the said John from his infancy until his completion of the age oi
twenty-one years and more was of sound mind, having no kind oi
idiotcy, but, because of a great fright and excessive grief because of his
father's death, he afterwards sustained almost total loss of memory
and remained in that state for three years, although with occasional
lucid intervals, after which he recovered and his memory was restored
and remained so for more than five years before the date of the said
inquisition, and thereupon the king by writ commanded the said Thomas
to restore to the said John his lands with the issues received by him,
and not to intermeddle further therewith. For the security of the
said Thomas and his heirs from impeachment in time to come on
account of the idiotcy alleged against the person of the said John
the king has though good to exemplify by these presents that the
process was done duly and reasonably; and he accepts and confirms
a recognisance which the said John has made before the justices of
the Bench, to wit that the manor of Faiie and the advowson of the
church of the same town, which Mary late the wife of James atte
Berton held in dower of the inheritance of the said John, shall remain
to the said Thomas de Mussenden, Isabel, his wife, and his heirs for
ever, as by the foot of a fine levied thereof before the said justices,
fully appears. For | mark paid in the hanaper.

May 23. Licence, at the request of the king's consort, Queen Philippa, for
estminster. the alienation in mortmain by the prior and convent of the church

of St. Frideswide, Oxford, to the provost and scholars of the queen's
hall, Oxford, of a messuage in Oxford, held in chief as is said, for the
enlargement of their manse, they rendering to the prior and convent
30s. yearly. T* w\ a


