
Brief Summary of the Foundation of Publishers’ Weekly 

 (with notes on HathiTrust holdings in digital format) 

In May 1851, Charles Benjamin Norton (1825-1891) issued the first number of Norton’s Literary Advertiser, continued 

from January 1852 as Norton's Literary Gazette and Publishers' Circular. This was an advertising medium for publishers 

and, with notice of new books and general news of the trade, was designed primarily for book sellers. In 1855 George W. 

Childs of Philadelphia bought Norton’s periodical and changed the title to American Publishers' Circular and Literary 

Gazette. 

 A similar magazine, The Criterion, Literary and Critical Journal, with somewhat more emphasis on reviews, was begun on 

November 3
rd

, 1855, edited and published by Charles R. Rode (1825-1865).  In 1856 Child’s acquired this title too, after its 

July 12, 1856, issue, and with Rode continuing as editor, the combined enterprise started in September 1856 as American 

Publishers' Circular and Literary Gazette.  

 In April 1863 Rode stepped down as editor, and the Circular and Gazette, giving slightly more attention to literary notes, 

reversed its title to read American Literary Gazette and Publishers' Circular.  Under this name it continued until the end of 

1871.  

Volume I, No. 1, New Series, of The Publishers’ and Stationers’ Weekly Trade Circular, edited by Frederick Leypoldt under 

the auspice of the Publishers’ Board of Trade, “a Journal Devoted to the Interests of the Publishing, Printing, Book, 

Stationery, News, Music, Art, and Fancy Trades, and Associated Branches,” appeared on January 18, 1872. The following 

issue, date January 25, announced that it had merged with the American Literary Gazette and Publishers' Circular.  

Volume I of the Weekly Trade Circular was completed in June; volume II  was issued July-December 1872. 

With what would have been the Circular’s January 2, 1873 issue, Leypoldt’s revised the banner for volume III:1 (Whole No. 

51) to read:   “The Publishers’ Weekly [Formerly the Trade Circular.] With which is incorporated the American Literary 

Gazette and Publisher’s Circular, Established in the year 1852.” 

Leypoldt’s Weekly trade Circular had been preceded by The Trade Circular and Literary Bulletin, vols 1 & 2 (September 

1869) and Trade Circular and Publishers' Bulletin, vols. 3-5  (ending December 1871), monthly lists of books published 

during the previous year which were cumulated, indexed, and published as The Annual American Catalogue for 1869, 

(1870), … for 1870 (1871), and … for 1871 (1872). This effort, which was financially unsustainable, is more properly a 

precursor to Publishers’ Trade List Annual  than to Publishers’ Weekly. While the monthly lists do not appear in HathiTrust, 

the three volumes of The Annual American Catalogue are there.    

HathiTrust records for this complex succession are confused and complicated – but with careful investigation of the 

various records for seemingly the same objects it is possible to find nearly complete runs, and in most cases complete 

runs, for all of the titles. 

Norton’s Literary Advertiser Vol I (May-December  1851): HT complete 

Norton's Literary Gazette and Publishers' Circular, vol. II (January-December 1852); III (January-December 1853); New 

Series I (January-December 1854); II (January –July 16, 1855): HT complete  

The Criterion, Literary and Critical Journal (November 1855-July 1856): HT complete 

American Publishers' Circular and Literary Gazette (1855-1863): HT only v.7 (1861) on one record;  4 (1858), 5 (1859), 6 

(1860), 7-8 (1861-62) + Nos 1-6 [of 9] (1863) on another;  1-8 + n.s. 1863 on a third;    

American Literary Gazette and Publishers' Circular, vol. I (May-October 1863), II (November 1863-April 1864), 5-6 (1865-

1866), 10 (1867-1868); 11 (1868), 17 (1871) on one record; 1-18 on another  

The Publishers’ and Stationers’ Weekly Trade Circular, I (January-June 1872); II (Jul-December 1872): HT complete.  

The Publishers’ Weekly III:1 Whole No. 51 (Jan 1873 – 2001)  



 



 



 



 


