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What is c9Flalog ?

cARTalog is a community based art project intended to honor the
University of lowa Libraries retired public card catalog and offer a
rebirth to the long-loved system which would otherwise be headed for
the recycle bin. Project organizers were able to salvage only one fifth
of the Libraries’ public card catalog for the cARTalog project; that's
approximately one million

o] [ [ i cards,

3 Participants—from lowa,
g o across the country and
; around the world—were
—— invited to adopt cards
and recreate a home for
/ them in whatever way
i was most meaningful
to them. Cards were
! S ] requested by a well-

¥ e < rounded demographic:
s 3?5 i from preschoolers to
$§iig & retirees, students and
i 253 Fortel teachers, children and
-;gz'E : parents, and among these
/ el participants emerged
1 4 8% e artists, writers, librarians,
i ¥ §é comedians and musicians,
- il e to name a few.

City of Chicago
Chicago’s Great Buildings
Emma Waight

The cARTalog Project involved
several non-juried satellite projects
including an online gallery, a K-12
Exhibition, a Mail Art Project and the General Exhibition,
which is on display here in the Main Library’s North
Exhibition Hall.

The success of the project is due to the participants and
their enthusiasm. While the individual pieces provide a
diversity of artistic vision and intent, as a collective whole
they speak to the spirit of collaboration, the connection
of people and community, the importance of stories

and memory, and how libraries play a role in all of these
phenomena. The art offered here is evidence of our

Exhibitors

Featured Artist

Robert Possehl, Viroqua, Wisconsin

Installation and book artist Robert Possehl is known for his site-specific
labyrinths and environments, which he calls “books you can walk in.” He
creates pieces which are to be “read;” that evoke reponse and provoke
silent contemplation. Viewing catalog cards as books, he celebrates
where they take us and sends the cards skyward in a hanging installation,
his “requiem” to the card catalog.
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Untitled
Kathy Mitchell

cARTalog is a public art project. The opinions expressed
in the submitted works are solely the opinions of the artists
and do not reflect the University of lowa Libraries.
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