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DEPARTMENT OF MECHANRICAL
February 18, 1939

To the Graduates in Meshanical Englneering:

'I.'hiz latter has dbeen mewhat tardy in reaching your clas:
seore in view of thes fadét thut there has been a renswal
of ths old question of noving our Gollege of REngineering teo
Ames, It i3 with a gertein pleasure that we can now report
that this issue i3 again dead for this seasion of the 1egip~
‘lature, as they have rerarred the qm;tion back to m Board
of lduoation.

Our staft rmm mthnr mstant- a3 thaﬁsv haa been bub one
change from the staff we had laxt yeer, ‘Mf, Sherrill left ua
- to accept a similar position at Cornell: and we have ‘
- Mr, R. W, Lettwller, nephew of Professor Leutwiler ag . .
' nois, to tj.ll this poni He sesnms to be a most l,ixaabio' :
chap apd enjoyes his worl: wry aiagh, » , -

It may be of interess to yon o knaw that the nndsrsisnod
has just been elected president of the Igwa 1eering
Society. This Socliety is making an effort to regt itaell
in the professional and sconomic aspects of mimarins g
. well as the more familier technleal subjecta. This movement,
originating in Towa, is of great interest to enginsers all
over the country and we are receivinz many reguests for infore
mation. We hope that a1l of you have taken an aotive interest
in the engineering soclaties your vieinity and have ap»lhd
for memdership with the Ameriocan Bociety of Meshanioal
eors, as this will tmrlo*abtaedly be a ymtauieml advaﬁtngn to -
you,

Ths earellment in lﬁcahtmical Rngineering is now ghe largest

it ever hag been as wg now have about one-third of ths Collsge o

of Engineering and abdut 48 in bo%h classes of Mhamtn
and Juniars.

Those of you who are. interostod in the riold.s or "Thormdrnaniea,

Heat Transmission and Fluid Flow™ might Bind ‘a bdook .of this

titls (written by the undersigned) $o be of interest 6 you.

~ *r:ig bo;k gay be obtainsa rm ths m-azawnﬁnl Baek Bcupm
ew York,

Assur u of ocur great interoat in yaur class lm«ars and
persona %m whi.oh we recelve at odd intervals, 1 -

- | Cordlally yours,

: . - Professor Huber 0, Croft d



e mn ; STAYE DNIVERGITY OF mu o
= -~ Jowa City - :
ST Mleso of Enain“ring

o . !'gbmary 14 1939
e Olan of 19364 ‘ g

In tho eight yem sineo you were gu&utoa mny omzu ham

- taken plsee~-both in- the persomnel of our de pairtaent .and the -

- ph¥siesal ngnipngnt we have to work with. I wilh all ef yat“siﬂw
‘Arop in get acquainted with our new men and seé how we have

dsveloped our laboratories. I hope all of you have an épportumlty

_to 40 this but in case you doan't, thege lstters help You keep up

' .on shat we are doing.’ We are always interested in- what you are

-dping and we hope you are as intereated ip us. Your interest,
@004 will, anﬁ oaoperauan u ‘one of our bigga-t asnts. L
 This year we are arrsns.tng to have our !anasenmﬁ coarcrenoo on
. Hareh 31. Last year'g sonference was so succsseful we deolded
7. to make it an annual affair. Last year we discussed the.subjeots
.of Miotion snd Time Study'and *Wage- Ineentives"-~this year the

-subleats are to be "Motion and Time Study,? *The Btyling of

. Praolatéts,® and the "Stabilization of Smployment.” If any of
you are 1nterested in éur program for this year, wo will be glad

to und you a printed. oopy. _

Por the f£irst time we are going to otrn tunmar oonruu in
Industrial Engineering and Management. There will be a three-
week course for men gmploysd in industry and eight-week ocourses
Tor ptudents and instruetors. “If you want turthsr 1nrmation
'about theése courlea, we w111 um!l it, -

-1 want to urge nl or you to tuke the mitiatim in keaping
us Anformed er your shanges in positions and addresses. v:ry
'pfttn we recelve inquiries aboui experienced graduates but are

very mueh handicapped in Our recommendations-bessuss you have

| i 1ot kep us informed of your accomplishments and whereabouts.

" ARy e0llege or department is no:better nor worse than the
graduates it turng out. Ve are -arenﬂ of our alumni end realizs.

" 'you are our best advertiseménts. ' Inh your mény eontacts, we T

hopa your good work and encéuraging words will interest many

o pmoatlva nngmml in thl ﬂnivemt‘y ot Ion;. o

I send ny pernonal regam&u aml best viche; for xnur oonnnncd
suocess.

Prei‘euor ot Industrial Enginoering



Mereh 6, 1939

J. K, Hamil and Hembers of the Class of 1930

I hope thie letter does not reach you too late to geot
into this yearfe publication of the *Bull Session®. I wounld
like very much to be able to meet all the members of your
class personally, and talk over cur experiences of the last
few years, I lmow, however, that this 4s imposeidle, and I
will lock forward to your next publicationm,

As for myself, I am slugging along in sbout the seme old
fashion, trying to mansge a Water Company and seme 30,000 WPA
workere in Iowa, Like most other people, I have had my spell
of the flu, and I am just getting over 4ts effects-.l hope.
That craty bug does something to a fellow, and it seems like
it takes a long time to get over it,

¥ith kindest regards to you and the members of your class,
I remain,

Sincepsly yours,

J{i J ;--{. F g 7
e P P,

ey



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF lOWA

IOWA CITY
”’"P“““'f,’g“c’,'g:,ﬂ%"“mc‘L COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

April 12, 193¢

To the Jlass of 1930:

Your letter notifyincs me thst the time has
arrived for me to contribute my lines t6 the vearly volume
came a'l too soon, It-seems but yesterday whean I wrote last
year's letter.

It has been very interesting to read these letters
and note the. interests of thie boys as their years accunulate,
Not particularly serlious the first few years, they record
the weight of their first horn to the thir decimale=-an
accuracy not tolerated in the steam laboratory.

We are teaching machine design in a much more
interesting Tashion than in your days, judging from the
general class attitude, A few of the boys take some elec-
FePwork in Lhis field and then take up positions in
encinesring offices.

The writer has strayed s bit from the strictiy
tecanlcal the past two years in serving om the c¢ity =chool
board., This matter of gserving in a public capacity is
indeed a new axperience., "Accuraoy" is a term well under-
stood and observed in engine-ring, but in some public affdirs,
a vweclwal point or the addision of a cyphewr is a small matier,
The contrast h1as been interesting,

aweiting the bundle of letters, [ am

fours very truly,

ﬁﬂﬁ?:Zﬁzg;:%?Ltgzgngomr1r1rﬂff
Tios, G: 5&?\?1)0&



THE NEXT LETTER WAS DIFFICULT TO READ IN THE ORIGINAL
BLUEPRINT AND NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO READ IN THE DIGITAL COPY.
A TRANSCRIPT, THEREFORE, WAS MADE FROM THE ORIGINAL AND
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWS THE LETTER IN QUESTION.
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The State University of Iowa
Iowa City
Department of Mechanical College of Engineering
Engineering
Feb. 21, 1939
Mr. J.K. Hamil
67 Moreland Ave.
Leominster, Mass.

Dear Hamil,

I was very happy to have your note inquiring as to the
welfare and whereabouts of the old shop gang. As you know,
about the time you graduated we moved into the new building.
Since then there have been some rearrangements of schedule and
courses, and we have acquired a very small amount of new equip-
ment. In general we are very comfortable in our new quarters.

Mr. Putman, “Put” to you and everybody else, is no differ-
ent now than he was in 1918 when he joined our forces. The
last few years, as befits his age, he has taken up a very earn-
est study of golf, and is said to be a most proficient perform-
er. I would not know about that, being still too young for
the game.

Mr. Ekstrand has passed the retirement age and consequently
is only working part time, in the pattern shop. He has had
several severe sick spells in the past few years and may be a
little frailer than he was, but he looks to me just the same as
ever.

Mr. Fielding has purchased a 10 acre place in Coralville,
and is fixing things up in his spare time. He intends to pro-
duce a breed of hens that will out do that celebrated critter
that laid the electric light-bulb, and incidentally provide a
home in which he can take his ease like and English squire, when
retirement time rolls around.

You asked about “Bill”, the foundryman. Didn’t you mean
Joe Kusick? I think he was in the foundry when you were a fresh-
man. He left here about 1929 and has been living in California.
He came back here a couple of years ago, for an operation at
the University Hospital. He was here a few weeks and then went
back to California. Nobody has heard from him since. He was
just the same old Joe that everybody remembers. While he might
not have been classed as a gentleman and a scholar, he was a
colorful character and one not soon forgotten.

I haven’t much to report for myself. A little grayer, a
little balder, and I am sorry to admit, a little more portly.
Our work goes on much the same as every. In the last year or so
we have been working on molded plastics, which seem to interest
the boys very much. For the Mecca exhibition, now held in May,
when the high school kids of the state are here for the Music
Festival, we have been getting out a molded plastic button as
a souvenir, which seems to please them a lot.

I had to look up the alumni list to find out that you left
here in 1930. It did not seem so long ago. Nine years brings
a lot of changes, but I hope it has brought nothing but good
luck to all of your class, and that the future years will be
equally kind to you.

Yours very truly,
[signed]
A.V. O'Brien



'321 C Street, Southewast
Ardmore, Oklahoma
‘Mareh 17, 1939

Dear Classmates:

Another  year has complete its span in ‘this vale of tears,
and I am .not. only still working for the same company,

but even living in the same house, which is almost a
record for me., In two more days 1 will have reached my
©6th annual milestone, and 'so generous are the rewards
of a 1life of unrelenting virtue that I still feel 26,

and act 16. '

1938 was Very good to me and I have the very best of
reasofie for expeeting "39 to be still better.

I st1ll have the same five states for my territory, but
I have them producing so nicely now that within the year
I amy be able to get my territory reduced to the states
of Texas and Oklahoma in the very capable hands of a
State distributor with whom I merely spend an occasienal
week. My own work will then be mainly confined to Texas
alone. This will allow me a little time for fishing and
for meditation wupon the deeper issues of life, both of
wWhich pastimes I have been forced to neglect these last
two years. 1In fact, I have neglected the latter almost
o6 gears now, Jometimes I envy those of you who forge
steadlly aligad by earnest,conscientions, and ‘industrious
application of the abilities with which nature endowed -
you. - It must be comforting to Yook back on such a-
career, In my own ¢ase, 'l am so lazy that I have to
depend on advancing sposmodically by a series of coups,
instead of by sustained effort.

I was fortunate this year in that my schedule- just
happened to take me to New QOrleans just the day beforse
Mardi Gras started and detained me there until after
it had ended. (I arrange all.my own schedules),

It is a wonderful age in which we are living. Lennox

is now producing entirely autonratic heating plants of
greater beauty than the grand piano of grahdmother's day,
and I presume each of you has equal reason to be proud

of hls company. I note that du Pont, especially, is
doing 4ts bit to make the world a better place in which
to live by discovering a substance from which ladies!'
‘hose can. be made three times as sheer as silk ones,

Having tolu all the news, 1 must now go and write my
boss about what .an inadequate salary I am receiving.

QinCerely,

Larry Allen



119 Vine Street,
Waterloo, Iowa,

Dear Gang,

1938, like all other years made her bow, was here and gone in a very
short time. But no other year has been more enjoysble or more hectic. There
were several factors which made it enjoyable; my work here with John Deere Tractor
was interesting; I traveled more and saw more of the country than in any one
other year, and last, but by far not the least, to make it enjoyable I married
the "Only Girl=.

Yes, after all these years of holding out and perhaps a bit boastfully
reminding you that I was still my own boss in ell things, I was merried Oct. lst
and now am just as sorry for Rocklin and any others who are still in single harness
ag I formerly was for my married friemds.

I am still with the Experimental Department, and what with the ever in-
creasing number of uses of tractors for specialized work and the increasing number
of models being furmished the trade, my work is interesting and heavy. The tractor
industry is alsc begimning t0 realize that our work is not finished by simply
putting a tractor on the market and saying - "There it is, you can use it as best
you can", but instead tools are being fitted and tested for use with it to give =
well balanced complete working unit. This means close cooperation with other
plants manufacturing tools that are adaptable for use with the various models.

I mentioned traveling considerably; the two most interesting trips were
one into Texas for the compeny where I spent several weeks in Houston on special
test work, I Haven't decided as yet though why they wanted to take some of that
country away from the Mexicans, The other trip was my vecation and wedding trip
to New Orleans and other places of interest down the Mississippi River. If any
of you are interested or emjoy antiques and antiquity, I'm sure a few deys in New
Orleans would be enjoyable., There are also many things there of interest in an
eng ineering sense, such as the river levees, footings for buildings, the preserva-
tion of houses almoet two -eenturies old, snd then, of course, the Huey P: Long
Bridge ecross the Mississippi.

I had fully intended to attend Home-Coming last fall, but press of work
delayed my vacation to such sn extent that Home-Coming came right in the middle
50 that I read the results of the game in New Orleans. However, we'll try to do
better this year and hope to see some of you there.

If any of you happen through Waterloo, let me know and we'll get together
for one of those good old "Mechanical Sessions",

Best wishes to you all,

[signed 1n pencil “Bergie”]



21470 Aster Court
Groese Ile, Michigan
March 25, 19%9

Dear Gang,

Well, here it is time for another Bull Session and
I find myself numbered among the stragglers. I think I have
& good excuse, however, as I am now known among my intimates
a8 "Pappy" Clark, having become a proud father of a baby girl
February 11, 1939, and am just now regeining my equilibrium.
I am e little bit slower than Allen and Davis, but bear in mind
the story of the tortoise and the hare and do not count me out
of the race yet - in case you fellows think you are leading the
Stork Derby.

In connection with my work, things haven't changed
much during the past year. I am still at Trenton Channel Power
Houmre doing experimentel work for the Production Department.

One of the biggest problems in our pulverized fuel
plant at present is disposing of the ashes of combustion. Dur-
ing the 14 years Trenton Channel Plant has been in operation,
the fly ash, which is 80 per cent of the total ash or 120 tons
per day, was pumped to marsh land on the plant grounds., How~
ever, as this land is about filled, other methods of ash dispo-
sal have to be found., 8everal years ago The Edison Company
started some experimental work in making ash block from lime,
resin and fly ash and were very successful., These blocke have
been used extensively in our new company buildings for inside
partitions, weddw and outside wall above the ground level,
However, it's very hard for a public utility to go into the
block making business and to date we haven't disposed of much
ash by this method.

Studies are being made in several different parts of
the country to determine whether fly ash can be used as sn ad-
mixture for rubber, cement, asphalt and several other materials.
S0 far these studies have shown that it mixes very well with
cement, gives a puszsolan action, and that a smeller amount of
cement can be used with a resulting strenger concrete. A large
amount has also been mixed with asphalt in Detroit and used as
& road surfacer with very good results,

The limiting factor, however, in using fly ash as an
admixture is the carbon content as it should be below 8 per cent.
My work during the past year has consisted moetly in finding a
way to reduce our present 9 per cent carbon content below the
required 6 per cent, We approached thie problem by studying
the effect of coal fineness on the amount of carbon in the ash.



2.

To co this, we used several different types of coal with vari-
ous grindability factors, ground them to three different fine-
nesses and then burned them in the boiler. 8o far our findings
have shown that the fineness of the coal hae little effect on
the amount of carbon in the ash. Our next step is to change

the design of the burners, so that we get a better mixing action

in the furnace, thus burning more carbon and leaving leses in
the ash.

In Sanger's letter last year, he spoke of the wild
rides he and Hardwick took at Iowa City. I don't know whether
Sanger has tamed down or not, but I occasionally hear that
Hardwick estill poes on his. Hardwick is working on farm lines
in the Overhesd Lines Department and the last I heard of him,
he was stationed at Standish, Michigan. In case anyone wighes
to get in touch with him, write to The Detroit Edison Company
2000 S‘com -‘"nue' DOtrOit’ M.Chigﬂn.

Well, I guees I had better sign off until next year.
Yours truly,

C. H, Clark



du Pont "Cellophane"
Richmond, Virginia
June 16, 1939

Dear Gang, ' , :
Well I've given up hope of ever hearing from some of the letters

s0 I'm going to finish up the 1938 edition and send it off. S

I've had 2 rather hectic time getting it done, When the first ples
for letters want out we were still in kKassachusetts, the Cradle of Liberty,
But what with skiing and extra work at the plant it dragged along. Then
three days after 1 received Mr. Keller's letter 1 came down with the flu-
"that cerazy bug", and was in bed for a week, The next week we were moved
to Richmond, Va., and I've taken over the Industrial Sngineering work in
the "Cellophane" plant, WYice plant, new work, new town-I've been busy!

Most of the letters are in however, and you fellows did a grand Jjob
of responding--or should I say corresponding. I didn't give up those
that didn't answer, I sent inquiries to their local Police Lepartments
were they were last heard from. I located one that way, Weiskercher,

Then 1 knew a friend whose sister works for Detroit Tdison who gave me the
low-down »n Hardwick but 1 could never get a rise out of him, He's in
charge of a branch department in Overhe:d Lines in Standish, Xichigan,
He's 2till single. I couldn't get the dope on Mougin, Mclarney or Eige,
Anyone knowing their whereabouts, :lesse write to the next class secre-
tary. And having drawn names from those who haven't yet had the job, I
find that Mr. X. W. Sanger, that man in the wild and wooley west, Topp~
inish, Washington, is elected. - _

Next year being our tenth anniversary should call for something
special. 1'd like to see a picture of each man attached to their letter
next year., Not Jjust an application phote but a full length snap so we
can check up on O'Brien's portliness, or anybody elses wzistline that may
. be showing the effects of those tavern visits. Those with families could

include them. For myself, 1'd like to see what you all look like after
ten years, How about it? Then, too, next year is the year to go back and
I'm going to try to make it., 1I'd sure like to see some of the rest of you
there too,

Mr. Barnes contributed the photo for the front, for whieh we all thank
him, It is an actual photograph of the new mechanical laboratory. You
will probably recall that the architects drawing appeared on our 1931 issue,

¥r, C'Brien has given a good resume of the shop gang. iHis mention
of moulded plaestics interested me because that has been part of my work
the past three years, making moulded plastic combs, and other articles,

We made mome excellent strides in the art, Aldo designed and built lots

of automatiec machines, Mr, Caywood., Now it's "Cellophane". This plant
employs about 3300 and is the most modern of the three duPont "Cellophane®
and "Rayon" plants. It has a eapacity of about 30 million pounds of "Cell-
ophane" a year, and all the materials are on as big a scale. Some job,
There is lote of Chemical Rngineering in this job by the looks of things

so far. o8t every problem, chemical or mechamical, reguires the same
approach, however,

I took two night school courses in Harvard this last year, but didn't
get my credit because I had the flu and couldn't take the final exams, I
took a course in Cost Accounting and one in Logic. I think Logic would
be a good course to include with engineering., How about it XNr. Crgft?

¥ell, I must stop and get this to the blueprinter, I hopw this next
year will be kind to all of you. If anyone gets near Richmond, be sure to.
give me 2 ring at duPont "Cellophane”,. ;

Cordially yours,

_ Hamil
JKH/T




Albany, Illinois
April 8, 1939

Dear Classmates:

Another year has rolled around and I'm late as usual with
my letter.

J. K, war very kind in taking the editor's job off my hands
this year., I really don't have time, as I'm out and in the office
so much and the blue print facilities are not so hot here., 1
actually was ashamed of the "looks" of last year's edition, but it
had the dope and after all that is what counts, Thanks a lot gang
for cooperating and for your fine contributions, I did my best to
make it one hundred percent, but I guess some of the old gang has
been lost forever,

I'm still with the Illinois Division of Highways, much to
my surprise, and not long ago I received a promotion, with the title
of "Acting" District Planning Engineer. I hope to have the "Acting"
removed before long, We have ten counties in northwestern Illinois
belonging to our district, and I have charge of all the mapping,
traffic surveys, etc,, for these tem counties,

: Our district engimeer o7 design, M, M, Memler, and our County
loads Engineer, Jearge Friee, are both lowa grads, We have several
Ames boys im the office too. [(Remember the Ames shuffle?)

I'm still single, but I'm afraid I won't be able to say that
the next time I write,

Haven't seen any of the boys of late, except Cene Utterback,
who steps in Dixon quite often, He's still salesman for Viestinghouse
Electric, out of Chicago, He was my "sce” pun toter when I was Corporal
of the lst squad, lst platoon, company "A" of the Towa R.0,T.0. Engineers.
T've forgottem all I knew about that, but if things don't [ulet down we
may have a chance to learn it over again,

When it ceme: to letter writing, I'm not there, so !’il have
to say the best of lwsk ani neelth to all of you, and see you again
next year,

Your Classmate,

/_/ P e > a2
Dlsk Il’m.



216 Liherty Drive E.E.
Cedar Rapide, Iowa.
April o, 1939.

Dear Clossmates:

Hallelulia?! The ¥"Blarney Stone® hac heen found.
You fellows remember during your undergraduate days
that at times this venerable rock was mentioned. It
was surnoged to heve had some connection with the annusl
induction ceremonies of the "Enights of Saint Petric",
the forerunrer of Mecca. As the story ~oes, the otere
ves- buried by an-early-oless+of -engineers. Rather come.
rlicated iInstructions for loeating its resting nlace
had been left. - For some reason these directions were
lost and the identity of those who took part inm the
interment of the rock was unknown. This was the story
the undergpaduate heard at some time during his college
carreer, MNost of them looked at it as comething of »
myth, Aecording to the Class of 1939 it is decidelly nct
80, The present Senior Class wes asble to contact one
‘of the men whp officiated at the burizl of the "Blerncy.
Stone. " Prom him the approximate hiding place was '
learned, and after mmch digging it was unearthed.

This event was disclosed in a talk given by a
representative of the Senior Clagse at the '39 Meccd
week Smoker. The actual location was not made very plain
but one would suspect that the "Blarney Stone" has lain |
all these years under that o0ld exhibit in the room on the
lower floor of the engineering building. That room to the
right of the decr used to reach the old power plant that
stood where the new Mechanical Laboratories arc now located.

Physically the "Blarney Stone®™ ic much like a sand-
stone building blook; of regular dimensions, about eizhieen
inches long, twelve inches wide, and five inches thici.
This is an approximate descrintion based on a glance taken
at the Smoker, -

The "Blarney Stone"* was presentsd by the Senior Class
to the Juniors as a tangible part of Mecca. It is plznned
that it will become a permanent tradition of this veerly
celebration. The idea is that each vear the Senior CGlass
shall bury the stone, lcaving complicated but ascourate |
directions for finding its resting place., These instructions
will be conveyed to the Senior Class of the following year,
During Mecca Week the rock will be searched out and un-
earthed with suitable -ceremony. - The details aré sketchy
but it is easy to see what a good idea it is, The publicity



value of the Annual search, the finding of the stone, and
its cecretive hiding will be a2 big help in strengthening
the nosition of Mecca Week as a part of the traditions

of the University. The boys should be congratulated,
However, they had better do a good job of hiding. There
are always the Laws, you know, - ' '

On my annual pilgrimege to Iowa City secking inspiration
for this letter, I spent most' of an afternoon talking te
Mary sn1 Norma. We talked sbout the present past and future,
a very enjoreble couple of hours. At the Smoker my acouainte
ance with Dean Dawson was renewed. I, also talked with
- Professors Croft -and Barnes and -others of -the: facnlty,

They =1l seemed glad to greet an old grad and certainly
mate 7y visit a pleasant one. NWo one of you should niiss an
o7p§rtun1ty to visit the old school, it is certainly worth
wiile, .

The Mecca celebration this year consisted of the Smoker
a Dance and a Banquet, the show being a part of the latter,
It still is an internal affair with the exception of the
dance. Although it is not as impressive a celebration as.
we enjoyed the ideal of Mecca is still preserved. From
the sentiments voiced at the Smoker some time in the near
future it may again be presented on a larger scale., I'm
sure you &ll join in hoping that rivalry between two caupus
groups will not make it necessary to curtail Mecca activities
arain, :

Sincerely,

Marx Plumly.



3227 Jennings St.
Sioux City, Iowa
March 1, 1939

Dear Classnates:

It is vurely coincidence that I write this yearly latter to the
"Bull Session” on the first of March, the windy month.

From ths locks of things a few weeks back, we would now be writing
an obituary for our Enginesring College, referring of course, to the
rocent z2ttempt on the part of some of our over-zsalous tax saving
gtate legislators who were intarssted and determined bto join our
Engineering College with that of Ames and locate it there, For the
vrogent, I understand that thig legislative Bill has besen killsa.
Howevaer, from the history of this particular action it seems to have
had many lives. It may attempt to live again and 1f it does, I hope
all of you fellows will exert enough pressure througr your frioends
and relatives in this state to sse that 1t 1is killed until it

really is dead. :

My business life during the past year has changed little, We marnu-
factured my air conditioning units in Fremont, Nebraska, and in splte
of the absence of any real hot weather, kept a few people busy.

Since the air conditioning business is seascnabla, as 1 informed you
In my last letter, I operate the Tractorsaw Company, which during the
winter time is in full operation here in Sioux City, making power take-
off tractor log saws for Bergles tractor, as well as others, Tractor-
saws, which keep me busy, men employed, and the banker satisfied, have
enjoyed a moderste amount of success in this country from a sales
standpoint. Its use 1s spreading and we have shipped some as far off
a¢ New Zealand, Sale of Tractorsaws, as you can see, is limited
however, to places where thare are tractors and timbder.

I don't know under shat classification of engineering this work of mine
could be listed-if any. In sttempting to make a living and keep the
ball relling, I have to work like hell and worry as much., So far I
haven't added the worries of married life to those that I already have.

It is surprising how you fellows have spread out and located in dis-
tant points. I particularly envy Allen down South, and Davis in the
Philipnines, when these 60ld winter days in Iowa come around. Of course
ir the summer time I make my own weather with my air conditioning unit.

This year 1 promissed myself my first vacation since graduation. It

now looks as though it is jJust another New Years resolution. 1 had
hoped to make either the Bast or West coast Worlcé's Fair, but can ses

no way to doing it now. However, 1if you fellows sare passing through
Fremont or Sioux City, {sach in season), when going to either of the

two World's Fairg, take a few minutes off of that gas pedal and stop in.

With best wishes for your good health and prosperity, I remain,

Yours very trulzv,

o

S L.
M N

Isadore Jay Rocklin



&7 North E St.,
Toppenish, Wash.,
March 25, 1939,

Gentlcmen:

Now that the weather has moderated somewhat
I can come out of hibernation and write that "Bull Sessdon"
letter that Hamil esked for a month or so ago.

The above statement with regards to the weather
might lead you to believe that we have just come through
a very severe winter which is not exactly true. Cur low-
est temperature this winter was ten degrees above zero and
I think the mercury dropped that low only twice., But it is
true that the last week has seen quite a moderation, with
a high for the week of 81 degrees, Our springs are just
nice enough that some of the Coast League ball clubs usually
spend their spring training period here in the valley.

As for my auto-biography for the past year, I
can't think of a less interesting subject about which to write,
Business has gone on just about as usual, although considerably
slower than last year; my private life has been mostly &
matter of eating and sleeping; in fact, I think the whole thing
can be fairly well summed up as follows: "Another year has
passed” .

My one interesting experience during the year has
been the formation of a duck club and developing a pond over
which to shoot. Last fall seven of us here in Toppenish ac-
quired the hunting rights on an eighty lying slong Toppenish
Creek a few miles west of town. There was a small pot hole omn
the place and we had fair shooting for the first few days of’
the season but the water kept falling as the season progressed
and a cold snap finally put an end tc the shooting by freezing
what little water was left., The layout appeared to have
possibilities, though, so we decided to do a little engineer-
ing --mostly with shovels--in an effort to lncrease the size
of our pond. Our Tirst step was to burn the tules off the
place which we accomplished quite satisfactorily, buraing not
only our own but several other pieces in that vicinity.
Fortunately, no harm was done. We then d&éd some damning on
the creek, dug one ditch and cleaned out another, and found
we had increased the size ¢f the pond about six times what it
had been., And; to add to our satisfaction, the ducks have
already started making their home on the pond. There is still
plenty of work to be done but we now feel quite certain the
venture will be a success, We are only sorry that we did not
get started earlier and put the thing through as a WPA Project.

Hoping the rest of the letters are better reading than
this one, I remailn

Sincgre ours
:;,'—'I'- ;{I;’z \(’J:ry y 4 :

k.. W, Sﬂhger



A118 West 83 Street,
los Augelee, €zlifornis,
4pril 13, 103% i

Mr. Jé#mes . Hanmily
Du Pont “Cellophame™ Company,
Righmond, Virginia, '

TesT ‘Je. et

1 hawe befere me your dard to the Pplice Depsrtment of
Granville, Iowa. Of ecsurse, ‘the head of tH® depurtment: there is
a very persogal friend of nine, 6 he forwarded your card to me,

You see J jave been writing a letterifor the 1922 Megh's
eachyear und sort of lost traek of the 30'as., Ilowever, 1 certainly
would-like to Hear about all of you. 1f.ydu sgve & copy for.me ang -
name theé pric®, I will oblise immediately. 4 : ;

‘Wow to.enlighsem you in regard to my whereabeuts, 1 have
been héve in.Chlifornia for the vast & ix years, and have been em~.
ploycd at the Welbilt HBody Company, a &pecial body manufacturing =
plant, " for the past four and dne Walf yearsy inm capncity of enginger,
(chief encinday for the past twd Yyesrs!. Due to the'mv-‘t‘ha‘.“‘ﬂ; 11
cur bodies are made t6 spegification .ud the ‘decignc change e¢dntin-
nelly it is quite @ farinating industry, ' _

I will pud you st ewss ap to my marital status, for I am -
still single, ard c¢4n 83y 1 enjay the freedom, My folks huve been
living eut here for the past ten years and I live with them. So iy
any of the gang should hzppen io get ta this part of the counlry, I
would cextainly like to have them get in tduch with me;, 1 hat@cﬁggﬁ
thinking with fthe ineresse ip menufgeturing in this city I mey éven.'
aee some of ‘tHe boys employed herey dut so far haven't heard eof. .
anyoné&, "

Let me know regarding ‘the classé letter; Wishing you and
yours the best of luck; J am

Sincerely yours,






