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Fast Orange,N.J.,
December 14, 1931.

Mr, Wallace E, Nelson,
Port Byron, Ill.

Dear Mr. Nelson:

I shall have to admit that your letter of De-
cember 4, askling me to prepare a foreword for the 1931
booklet of the University of Iowa "Mechanicals" of '30
did not at first inspire any very enthusiastic reaction
on my part. I have spent only a day in Iowa =-- and
such a day! Off the train at Ames about 8:00 a.m.,
three hours there -- a hurrled ride from Ames to Iowsa
City, a couple hours there -- and then for the evening
meeting at Davenport. And, incidentally, this 1s a falir
sample of the experiences during the year of my presi-
dency of the Amerlcan Soclety of Mechanical Engineers, in
which T visited all of the 72 Local Sections and more.
than 60 of the 108 Student Branches. And then, too, I
do not have the pleasure of knowing any of the Class of
'500 . . ' :

Over against these things, however, I do have
the most pleasant recollections of the beautiful drive
from Cedar Rapids to Iowa City with Professors Croft and
Barnes, of your attractive University on the banks of the
river, the mechanical laboratory fast nearing completion,
a hurried chat with your genial and capable Dean, the
A.S.M.E. Student Branch meeting and the enthuslastlc re-
port of its last year'!s activities, and then before rush-
ing off to Davenport, the visit to the old state house
which gives such a fine tone and background to your wide-
awake and progressive "U",

I started, in a mechanical sort of way, to leaf
over the pages of your booklet of a year ago, but quickly
I forgot my surroundings and the radio in the corner of
my study, and slipped back 30 years or more. How clearly
your letters betray your personallties, but 30 years have
not changed the characteristics of the gang very much from
what they were in my day. I saw not your names, or your
detaill experiences, but the different members of my class
of '98 at Minnesota -- and I wondered what they might be
doing, for we haven't had a "Wally" to keep us in touch
one with the other.

And then, waking from my dream, I retraced my
steps and reread the letters. How I have crossed and re-



crossed your steps thils year, and how many things we
have in common. What has the year done to you and
where are you now?

Allen and his map selling, his family ex-
periences and his drafting. How we do get mixed up and
twisted around in these intensive days! Plans klcked
into a "cocked hat". Have we had a sufficiently broad
training and are we well enough balanced to keep our
heads and adjust ourselves to new and radically changing
conditions?

Bergsten and Frigidaire! How well I recall
C.F.Kettering, president of the General Motors Research
Corporation, telling = few of us many years ago at
Charlottesville, Va., of what they were quietly working
on and what they hoped to do with refrigeration -- and
his predictions have come ture. Only last week I
chatted with him at the Cabinet Dinner at the White House.

Clark and Hardwick with the Detroit Edison.
Alex Dow, 1ts president, was a former president of the _
A.S.M.E. C.F.Hirshfeld, a brilliant engineer and chief
of the research department, is a member of the present
A.S.M.E. Council, and J.W.Parker, chief engineer, is a
member of the Meetings and Program Commlittee of the
A.S.M.E, All good friends of mine!

Davis and soap. Cecil Gamble and I have served
on the Home Division committee of the National Council of
the Y.M.C.A. for several years -- and we are all looking
to the fine work that Procter & Gamble are doing in the
attempt to stabilize employment for thelr workers.

Fawcett I, of course, have no line on. I
shall look forward to the forthcoming booklet to find how
you have fared after the extra year, I wager that you
will profit from 1it.

Hamil and the Duponts. How I love your comment
on the achlevement of the mechanical engineer, Amick. These
chemists know how to sell themselves, though, even 1f it is
through a Foundation set up by one of 1ts far-sighted mem-
bers. And what a marvelous work the Duponts are doing in
pioneering in various fields!

' McLarney in New York. How frequently we find
. ourselves facing tasks we don't specially hanker forl
Good discipline, maybe, Look me up. Will be glad to see
you. Am at 30 Church Street now, but may change location
before you see this. Am with the Simmons-Boardman Pub-
lishing Company. .



Mougin and the "Silent Cable Drive Automatic
Washer". Surely a gift to humanity. This industrial
era has lifted a great burden from the backs of our women
folk. L.P.Alford compares the engineer of today with the
knights of old in this respect.

Nelson and the Roberts & Schaefer Company. We
know them well and most favorably in the railway business.
(I am managing editor of the Rallway Age.) I have been
fighting hard to %et the Local Sections of the A.S.M.E. to
take a greater interest in the Junior Ilembers. Have they
made you welcome? Hope our Chicago Section 1s making good
in that respect. If not, stir them up!

Plumly and the Telephone Company. My home 1s in
East Orange and it is full of A.T. & T. engineers. The
mere mention of your occupation marshalls a whole troop of
friends in my imagination -~ and a great work they are doing.

Sanger.and his canning. I have visited many of
your plants, partlcularly on the West Coast, and I never

fail to enjoy watching the process. Incidentally, pains-
taking and long continued research has done wonders for your
business. William E. Taylor of the American Can Company
has a place abutting my home.

Rochlin with the General Electric at Hawthorne.
One of my classmates, Charlie Gilcrest is at Hawthorne,
as is also J.H.Lonie, who was my first boss in the drafting
room of the Chicago Great Western Railway at St. Paul.

And so, although we may not have met, I do have
certain points of contact with the members of your gang. And
I am keenly iInterested in knowing in an intimate way just
how the younger menbers of our profession are faring in these
new and troublesome days. Moreover, I am keenly interested
in the studies that the A.S.M.E. has been making of the
economic status of the mechanical engineer and of the follow-
up work that it expects to do in the expectation of develop-
ing a stronger sense of professional consciousness and of
raising the status of the profession to a much higher level.

Here's wishing you all the best of good things in
the days to come. You are members of a great profession!

Sincerely,

V.h,a\;g/&'



MECHANICAL ENGIREERING DEPARTMENT
‘ University of Iowa

Iowa City, Iowa
January 7, 1932

Members of the Class of 1930:

The past year has gone so quickly that somehow it
seemg that this letter should be a Fourth of July Oration,
rather than a New Year's Greeting; however, the snow on
sEngineering Hill* shatters the illusion.

The most interesting news, probably, is to report
the fact that the new Mechanical Engineering Laboratory 1s
about 95% completed. Moving into the new quarters is progress-
ing slowly due to the fact that piping, electrical connections,
and some exhaust ducts must be ingtalled before most of the
equipment can be set in place. We expect that the buillding
will be ready for complete usage at the beginning of classes
next fall.

You will be interested in the fact that due to a
shortage of funds, the Junior and Senior students in the -
laboratory are devoting a few of their laboratory periods to
moving and installing part of the equipment in the new building.

The Department has reoently received a donation of
about $4000 worth of gas-fired equipment through the generous
" interest of the Mid-West Gas Association. This equipment con~
sists of eighteen different items, from an automatic core-oven
t0-a gas-fired refrigerating unit. Many more donations are
being negotiated with other companies who are much interested in
the new laboratory.

‘ The enrollment in the present Senior clase is thirty-
two with about the same number in the Junior class. There are
geven men taking graduate work in the Department.

There have been no changes 1n the teaching staff,
Professor Barnes! book ®Industrial Engineering® is just off the
MoGraw-Hill press; Professor Keller keeps in touch with engineer-
ing affairs of the State as Chairman of the State Engineer'e Ex-
aminers Board; Professor Caywood is developing a new course in
Internal Combustion Engine Design and giving his spare time to
the development of the Gyro-accellerometer; Mr, O'Brien is busy
reorganizing the Shops courses and designing and building
delicate scientific apparatus for other Departments on the
Campus; and Mr. Fielding is developing new methods and experiments
in his own laborailory as well as being on the council of the
Tri-City Branoh of the Americanf} Society of Steel Treaters.



8

-2-

To those of you without engineering work, I suggest
that you study some particular branch of your chosen profession
during your I1y@sure so that you may be better prepared when the
wheels begin to roll again.

We would like all of you to keep us 1nformed as to
your work and location and most certainly advise us when an
opening occurs in your organization so that we can try and
Place a graduate of the University of lowa in that opening.

With best wishes for a happy New Year to all the
Class, I am

Very truly yours,
Haua bz O.C&-&%ﬁi

" Professor Huber Q. Croft .
Head of the Department.



Janunry 2, 1932

¥r, Wallace =, ielson,
Port 3Byron, Illinois,

Desr ¥r. Nelson:

“nclosed find my check for 31.75 which I very gladly :ive
you a8 my share of the expense of ths 1930 Yooilet, 3igning checks
these doys is a very difficult task. In fect, the demand is so great
there are but few left to sign,

My present financiesl condition is due to the effect of
Federal laws, State laws, Co nty laws, CJornoration laws, By-Laews, Brother-
in<laws, Mother-in-laws and Gutlaws, thst hove been foisted upon an
unsuspecting public, Through these various laws, I have been held down,
nheld up, walked on, sat on, flattened and squeezed until I do not “now
where I amn, whet I am, or why 1 am,

These laws comvel me to pay a Mercuant's tax, Capital
tax, Stock tax, ixcess tax, Income tax, Real Zstate tax, Property tax,
Auto tax, Gas tax, Vater tax, Li;ht tax, Cigar tax, 3Street tax, School tax,
Syntax and Jarpet tax,

In 2ddition to these texes, I am reqiested and required to
contribute to evers Society and QOrganization that the inventive mind
of man can organlze. To the Soclety of St., John the RBaptist, the Women's
Relief, Yavy Learue, the Chilirents 'lome, the Policements 3enefit, the
Norcag Society, the Y. ¥, C. A., tihe 3oy Scouts, the Jewish 7elief, the
. ¥ear Rast, the Sold Dig.erst? *ome, also every hosrpital =nd every
charitable institution in town, the Red Cross, the 3lack Cross, the
White Cross, the Purnle Cress snd the Double Cross,

The Jovernment! has so governed my business that I 3o not
Imow who own it. I am suspected, expected, inspected, and disrespected,
examined, re-exgmined, informed, required, comiended and compelled until
all I know is that I am supposed to proviie and inexhaustible supply
of money for every lknown need, desire or hope of the Iumsn race, and
Heceuse 1 refuse to donnte to =11 ani go out and beg, horrow and steal
mnoney to give awar, I am cussed, :=nd discussed, boycotted, talked to,
talited stout, lied to, lied ahout, held up, held down and robdbed,
until I am nearly ruined, so that thie only resson I am clinging to life
is to see whst the Heee is coming next! '

Notwithstanding the above conditiorn in which I find
myself I wouldn't for the world lose this opcortunity to sey hello
to the members of the class of 1929,

Ve;y“ffuly Jurs,
/ >

/ = T e
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George'J. Keller



DEPARTHENT OF MECHANICAL ENGINLERING
The State University of Iowa
Iowa City

107 Engineering Bldgz.
January 5, 19323

Mechanical Engineering Class of 1930'

I a 1W&ys enjoy visiting with you men when you return
to the camnpus, and I have had this nleagure to a limited extent
during the past year, This letter will give me the oprortunity of
telling the rcgt of you men some of the things that we might talk
over were you here in ny office. I ghall await with grent in-
terest receiving a copy of the annual letter in order to hear your
part of the conversation.

Naturally, I want %o begin by telling you about develon-
ments in our work in Industrial Englneerlng and lanagement here.
I am more enthuslastic about this field now than ever before. The
evente of the pest few years certainly show the growing importance

1 of management t0 the engineer.

While the names and number of courses in Industrial
Engineering and Management offered here have not changed recently,
yet, by the use of case material, speoial demonstrations and in-.
spection tripne, we have been able to present our work in a fuller
and more satisfactory ANNer.

With the increased enrollment in the Mechanical
Engineering Department we have had & giailar increase in our
indusirisl englneering subjects, partiocularly in the senior option
courses. We are glving our students instruction in micromotion

‘atudy methods-~a subject which ig recelving so much attention in

industry today. Algo, as a research project, we are now setting
up apparatus to run some comparative tests on speed and effort

of typical manual operatiouns. We have developed squipment here
for this work and hone to have gome results for publication with-

in the year.

Tne Student Branch of the A.S,l.%E, with its seventy

members hag been favored with fine meetinge--good papers and out-

etanding visiting speakers thig year. It was our very good fortune
to have the national president of the A.S.H.E., Mr, Roy V. Wright,
eddress our groun here in Hovember.

Aseuring you of my best wishes for & happy and successw—

1 ful new year, I am

Sipgerely yours,

2 W By

2lph ¥, Barnes.




MEOHEANIOAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
College of Engineering
Iowa City

January 10, 1832

‘To the Glaes‘of 1830:

Our thoughts are thls day as they have been many times this
year, turned to the Class of 1930. Some members of this ¢lags have
been perhaps more fortunate in getting located than others. I use
the word fartunate bncause many engineers of long experience have lost
their profeseional oconiiections the past year through no fault of their
own. I have reasons to believe that experience gained and lessons
learned during this depression will be capitalized for many time their
cost within the next deocade. UWhen the yesr 1932 has passed, the
Class of 1930 will be better prepared to exercise sound judgmentin

T T énginesTing nutters thanm the clamsves of-other-dstes; two—years-after —-

thelr graduation.

The work here in the Department is progressing we think.
The courses in machine design have been revamped somewhat. The
old M.E.40 whieh you had has been shifted to the junior year and a
more advanced course in machine design is belng given thig year for
the first time to seniors. When the kinks in this work are ironed
out, we feel that this phase of the work of the department will dbe
much improved.

The new laboratory building of which you have already
seen plotures, is now complted, but the equipment is not yet all
installed. When the set up is completed, we will have a laboratory
whigh will command the interest of every Mechanical Engineering
student.

Avaiting with interest the receist of the 1932 issue
of the "Mechanical Bull-Session™, I am

8inocerely yours,

Thos. G. Caywoo
Assoc. Prof, of Mechanical Englneering.




2850 Leeward Avenue
Los Angeiee, Ozliforni

Janusry 1l, 1832

Dear Qle=smatest

Eefore anyone has-time to wonder how I happen to be writ-
ing {row away out here, I way &s well bresk cdown znd ecémit that it
is vurely a nuatter of finsnciel aiffieulty. T got so noor that I
COLLdn't even buy coal to keep the family warm in tae niddle west.

_____ t ig gneient hilstsry to wany of you that T seve alvey-
Ferguson & break last Feﬁruar} and went bacc to selline wmaps. iy
rétirecment folloved clacely on the heels of an announcement thet
everybvody including the ‘Fresident, Mr. Walter, end wyself would be
reculred tn accept 104 lese ﬂnlsry + I didn't wmind the 10% so much
but at the rate uci:esn ns€ vesn dsclining it wss gulte obvious
thav there could not e any: new openinge in the sules force for a
coneigderable waile. L1.T could @, then, wos to continue to warw
tiie stogl tesics a Crafting bosrd. '

¥ow I nave no £2lse tdeas abput oy Srefting sbility. Xo
sene en,lover would lenz continue o pay me %144 00 -& mentn, oz
even %44.00 ne ¢ ¢drefteman. Hed I'not found 4heé zaote of my own
accord, it would ihevitably nave been stown to me some tiwme during
the nost gumner,

A couple of voye frow whom I:receive cceceslonal letters
were etill workin; taexre wihen I 1lsft.: Both lost their jobs early
this fall before which time two more large salary cute 224 been
announced and a uajority ol the uen leid off, either vermanently
or for an indefinite period. Ii my foresisnt could iasve been as
good as my hindeignt, I woulc have gone to work for the largest
corporatirn that wee willing tooffer e 2 job when.I graduatem.

Anywey I loaded up uy fawmily of two

arné went cown into
inci vhere I eold weps for two montha. Ta £

Lissies ia wea foliowed
Ly 8 short campeign in Wieconsin, after whicsn I spent the usual
Tive weeks ircininz new salecmen in Iowa,. ¥inneeota and Wisconsin,

-,

ﬂuring wiich tine I left my Teuwily st 41%i0n,  About Juiy-13th I
went up into Yorthern aich1~~“, locatin: iirstiat Treverse City
and later at Iekpewing. It wac while I was gelling 2t Tehpeuing
that tihe Literery Digest honored Ishpemine 1n s9 signeli a wanner
by cromounciug it the wetiest town ir the 7.8, “Personally T drank
all ay beer over at Marcuette, 186 miles eway, so that I cannot
reagonably be accused of eontributing to Is“oeminn's ¢elinguency.
The word "lIehpeminzd stande for "heaven“ in gome Indizn lsnguare.
"Hegeun e" reaning "hell¥ wais the nare given to an adjoining town
two miles egway. The country is largely inhabited by Finne with
tow headed kice and very blonce ¢aughters.

4.'

1

u

Looking kack on it now I suppese tiat some thought of
edmiration for the latter, wiich I incdvertently spoke 2loud,
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ceueed 7y wife to anncunce trhet we were 1eav1ng tuere Novemter 1lst.
"Nothiny doing®, I said flrmly, "I like it here end intend to stay

until 'OVGT ex lSth €0 that I can go dear hunting". Xovemher 3rd
we pacsed through Altion on our way to Californie, thﬁ land of
perpetual sunshine znd "unusuzl weather®, At oresen an selling

city r?ns in Hollywnosd ané hoping that some day I mav find an
orening for & selesman of engineering eouipment, or what have you?
Before anyone has a chance to heave & sigh of 131 uk, I want to '
warn you that I'm coﬁlng back sowe time, proLably in less then a

Taie is really a greet place o spend the winter. You
an £o.goliing av deep:sep fishing or ta. a.wuhllc bridge club. any..
i I¥ the nest becomes opporessive a glance toward snow cavered
t. Wileon ie alwsys good for one sh;ver.

As for the year that hes passed since our last clas
letter, I sincerely aope that every one of you hes engoye“ i‘ as
ok o8 Myﬁelp ‘and that you have nad better 1luck gtayin: vith your
JOb& I shell be disappointed if the forthcoming class letter
dcesn't contain eonething fron every one of you. We have in
wally Xelson, the cne and only class 3601otary, and if ne ie
willing to spend g2 rwch tine ﬂﬂé'effort every year gettin# out a
rester, the lecet any one 27 ue can d¢ isg %o crash through with
g2 ue such 1ine of nooey o€ the above.

-
I wisa to tocke this. onportunity tc thank Wallace for
edieating last year 8 etter to my son, L.E. Jr,, end 1o express
nuoe thet Lorry will &some dey apopreciate the honor ss T do now
sing one cf big: Dictu‘CB, taken about September lst in
ce wishe es, to rerriant it.

|_J”

With very test wisheg 211 round, I am

Yours sincerely,

Lawrence E. Allen.
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January 4, 1932
401 Salem Avenue
Dayton, Ohlie

classhabes and Friends of 19830:

Here we are in the yesar of 1932 A. D. (After De~
pression) or--we'll hope at least. However, 1931
didn't treat me as badly as it could have as I am
still working with Frigidaire. ;
Spent the first three and a2 half months of the

pest year on the board then, after several verbal
encounters, succeeded in getting a trensfer into
the Household Test Department, where I got my share
of sulphur dioxide ges and learned to wear a gas
mask ss well as any doughboy.

The work in Household Test was quite interesting as
one not only came in contact with machines of our
own design, but those of our competitora. These
machines were brought in and tested for comparlison
purposes.

Things ran alons smoothly untll some of the big boys
decided that the overhead should be cut down. House-
hold Test was hit hard--a quarter of the personnel
had to be laid off or transferred. Being single and
one of the last to enter the department, 1 was among
those to be removed. I was given the cholgce of

going back to board work "or else". The last phrase
didn't sound so good, neither did the first part of
the statement, but not wishing to be without anything,
I went back to the board and am still tnere.

The 0fficlials did not only decide to fire part of the
personnel, but all those that remained were given a
8liding scale wage cut. In my case, it was a ten per-
coent cut. 8o the outcome is, that I am receiving ten
percent less than when I came here and am atill on

the board. ’

A comparatively small number of the men who came in
on training courses were laid off, with the exception
of the '31 class which was cut a third. While they
have kept these men, those of the '29 class are re-~
ceiving the same salary as those of the '30 cless.
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2. {(Continued)

I have no fear of 1losing my present job for some
time as the Department is quite busy. We have been
putting in two hours a day over time and, from all
indications, this will continue for another month
and a half or more.

Early last Spring, I felt rather prosperous. one
Saturday afternoon and went in to look at some used
cars. Consequently, I've been driving a 1928 red
Cabrioclet Chevorlette since. It 1s giving me very
good service and I've been able to get sround much
more. :

/
Took a trip down through Kentucky and saw the famed
"Brier Hoppers", but did not have any of their rmech
more famous Kentucky moon-shine. However, I think
1t would have been possible had one been so inclined.

Took my vwacation the last week of August and the first

weok of September and spent it back in Iowa. I did

not get up to Iowa City as I had plasnned. My time
being taken up with visiting, eating and fishing.

Joined the A. 3. M. E. the early part of the year,
They have a local chapter here but it has been quite
inactive for the past few years.

Now any of you who sre msrried or otherwise snd are
interested in getting an electric refrigerator, just
drop me a line and I'11 give you the low down and
then tell you the best one to buy.

Here's hoping that 1932 will be a prosperous year to
you all.

' /.
Sincerely;yours,

| Milford A. Bergsten
(Bergloe.Y



1518 Pennsylvania Ave,,
Detroit, Michigan,
January 10, 1932

Dear Gang:

Word has been sent me to the effect that it 1is
time to get 0ld Sitting Bull to do hls standing-
up exercises, so here goes for the plunge --

I am still wlth the Detroit Edlson at the Connors
Creek Plant, For the first part of the year weo
continued running condenser tests and even had the
privilege of goling to the other plants to conduct
tests of a similar nature,

When this work was finlshed I started on my Junlor
Engineer training. I first went to the Boller
Room, where I worked as an operator for five months
and the job I liked best was nooking and cleaning
the fires at night,

My next move was to the Condenser Room, and after
two months was transferred to auxiliaries, upon
which I am working at the present time., I have two
more departments to go through, turbine operation
and switchboard operation.

Last week we started a test to find the critical
vibrations of the foundation of No, 8 turbine, This
test 1s supposed to take about six months and prom-
ises to be very interesting. At present we are tak-
ing microscopic movements to determine constance so
the equasions can be figured. Plans are being made
now to install four vibrators so that we can vibrate
the turbine foundation,

To date they have not begun work on their new plent
but the plans now are to make the capacit} 450,000
k.w, and use 90,000 k.,w. turblines,
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The 0ld Job 1s all that 1 expected it to be, and
I 1lilke it wvery rmch.

I should be throuch with my course in about
another year ond it seems possible that the new
plant should e well under way by that time, so

I belicve my future shouldn't be so bad.

ILstroit 1s still the o0ld likeable place in which
to live and as yet I haven't had a lonp*ng for
the 0ld state and 1ts tsll corn,

Sincerely youwrs,

Ce He Clark

Postascript:

I see by the papers we nhad a Southern Gentleman
in our class and aldn't know it,



Dallas, Texas

. January 4, 1932

Dear Tellcws:
Wallie informs me that it is time to et obulsy end put out

the meterial for the sunual Rull Session. Yes, I am glad to do this

because I am sure anxious to hear what the rest of the fellows are

doin=z, ;

I feel far away down Fﬂre in the lone star state and there aren't
many ensincers here either. This is the best state in the union to hear
the Texans tell it but I am not convimeced yet. The wheole thing is 4irf-
ferent from what T am accustomed to. There is plenty of sand, cottoun,
and cactus but very little of the corn, itrees, aad hills that I have
been used to. "he climate is suprosed to be idesal but it has been all
wet since I have been herc. The girls have ur coats but I don't kuow
why,; we haven't had aany f{recziin- wz2ather ret.
s just eunjoy 1?3 nyeell sngagh liu Taus oy aid then some-
2d playing cheekers and T fouwd mysell down nuere, [Jo, Dallas
cmmare with Tepsas 2ity but Trocter 2 fampie have g aieq
gre, It ig an edible ~laat aud maxkes oaly Srisco etc. The cotton
1l is »urchased locally refined, and hardeaed so that it can 'be
r maxin: salad oils aad cookinz compounds. :

o
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The mechanical department ol course Tinds its usual problems of ~
Xeepin: the nlant ruuniny and doins a:n, coustruction work that is
necessary. Aside from having to run the mechanical department I am
also responsible for the operation and costs ou power, stean, ref-
rizeration, vezetable oil heating, and watecr supply. e have about 7500
2,7, max. boiler capacity, about 700 7., electrical caracity, and ajout
175 tons refrizerating capacity. The steam and power problems give me
verry little uneasiness because I am familiar with them out this ref-
rireration was all theory to me until about three months ago. The
system was Tirst instailed as & direct expaasion job auu later changed
to a brine system end of ccurse, like most conversioun jobs, it could
be better. None of the installations mentioued are¢ very large but
they can 7zive »lenty of trouble. They are not naxing the product man-
ufacturcd {or sale and hence the nrocess and prodactlon supervisors
always say that the enginecsriny supervisor a.ud hils costs are responsible
for their high fisures. "his 1s always a subject for arcumend. Tt is
also necessar,; Tor staad-by couilvnmeut to be in rood shape. If steam
and nower are off for a minute the whole plant is down and the pos-
sibility of ruinin~ the stockx in process is very great.

I realize that the above does not tell what I do but any eng sineer
can see what there is to d&do. There is no immecdiate source ol &nior-
mation; when somethiiig goes wroan I do what I thiax is right; if my
guess was rizht all is C.7. but if it was wron.;; explanation is dif-
ficult, The more 3zo00d suesces you maxkxe and tie lower costs you ca. have
the better man you are. It is cuite dirficult to do a zood job cheap
down here because the number of stilled laborers scems to be less than
un north-too many of them ure dlrbyt 'rerl the cotton patch.
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“or the benefeit of the military stuaeunts I mizht say that I have
been transferred to the $15 <nrx. B2Z.A. San Antouic Texas. 7e zo to
trocon schocl once each week and usually riue with the 1l& Zavulry on
Sunday. I am inteudin: to go to camp down on the Rio “ranue this
summer. The boys tell me it is & great place - just across the vorder
is Mexico and not far to i‘oanterrey. '

It would surc be nicz tc et back to Iowa City acsain. I am wonder-
ing 1Y the Vech. Class of 'S0 will have ite picture in the ncw
Laboratory when it is completéd. I s5uess we con leave that to wallie
“elson v#ho has done so well with the Rull Session. I em waitius for
the even better issue ol 1¢32.

1 he scattered ech. Gand §
Here's to the scatfered Le nand ol ' 30

AS ever,



RE: P. I. Herdwick , Page One

706 Hazelwood Ave., Apt. No. 100,
Detroit, liichigan, December 30, 1931

Dear Fellows:-

I guess the best place to begin this letter 1s where the last one
left off - so here goes.

From December 1, 1930 to April 15, 1931 I was placed in the Mechanical
Engineering Division of the Research Department of the Detroit Edison
Company. While in this division I was given some quite varied engineer-
ing experience. J helped on two power plant condenser tests, worked on
an air compressing .system investigation and on a few other jobs of like
nature. My chlef purpose tho was to make mechenical acceptance tests

and write reports on different materials which were to be purchased.

All tests were made according to The Detrolt Edison Co. Purchasing Dept.
Test Code; this code is the A, S. T. M. code with a few variations.

This work was interesting for a while but it got to be an old story. The
benefit I derived from it besides report writing experience, was some
idea of what could be expected of different materials in service, and how
various materials used by a Utility Company could and should be tested.

Some time in April, about the fifteenth as nearly as I can recall, I was
temporarily removed from the laboratory. My work since then has been to
make engineering investigations for the Power Sales Department exclusive-
ly. ©So far I have been concerned mainly with testing process furnaces
of all kinds, sizes, shapes and types. Complete engineering reports are
then prepaered from data collected on conditions as found considering;
heat distribution, time required per charge, quality of product produced,
condition of equipment , operating methods employed, efficiency, etc.
Recommendations for improvements, where possible, are also included in
the report. On the strength of some of these recommendations four
electric drying ovens have been completely redesigned and the quality of
the product produced in an electiric hardening furnace was improved by
changing the method of operation employed. These tests are all made
without charge to the customer.

This work takes me into meny of Detroit's leading Industriel plants

where I get a liberal education in production methods first hand. It

also allows me a considerable amount of freedom, which, of course, I

enjoy. A Ford Sedan is furnished for transportation that I am permitt-

ed to use in the evenings and on week ends in carrying on my "philanderingn
This also adds to the attractiveness of the job. My oriticism of this

work is that I am idle quite a bit of the time.

This job is being done for the power Sales Depl. but I em not connected
with that depertment , and have not been given any definite reason to
believe that I am headed toward that goal. However, I am going everything
I can to qualify for a PowerSales Position. I have had one interview
with the Senior Selesman, but I dont know what I accomplished, If any-
thing.



Re: P, I. Hardwick Page Two

Power Sales work is my certain choice: the more I learn about it; the
more I like it.

.

I am interested in two night school courses at present; one is a

course in Business Administration sponsored by the Edison company;

the other is a course in Salesmenship conducted by a Sales School here,
This course includes a special treatise on Power Sales work which is
prepered by the General Electric Co. After I complete these two courses
I intend to concentrate on Thermodynemics end Electrical Engineering.

I am at least trying harder than I ever have before in my life.

I believe that by getting all set for a Power Sales position and keeping
the Senior Salesmsn informed regarding my preparations, I will get off
to a running start in his department when business opens up. At least

I am hopeful.

Enough shop talk,

I had & very enjoyable vacation last September l - 14. I saw the new
Mechanical Engineering laboretory under construction and was very much
surprised at its size. It is to be much larger that I had expected.

I have been visited twice by Hamil in the last six months. We had two
real "get-togethers", I have slso been visited by Joe Crookham &nd Dean
Ten Eyck. We, too, had nice visits.

If any of you fellows are ever in Detroit call the Employment Bureau of
Detrolt Edison and find out how and where to locate me. I move often.
Even if you are just here between trains you cen at least give me a
"buzz". »

I have heard of Nelson's tough break vie the circular notice he sent us.
All T cean say is that it is & damn shame, but due to present conditions
it is beyond his or anyone else's control, and the world knows thet,

With very best personel regards to all of you, I will desist so you may
read the next letter.

Yours very truly,

PrARL I. HARDWICK

P.5. Just had s chat with Gordon Heylin, The Detrolt Edison Representa-
tive; he u«3ked to be remembered to Mr. Croft and &l other Faculty
Members and students wihom he met &t Jowa. He too is anxious to hear of
the present status of the class.
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. 16863 Hering Av.,
. Bronx, N. Y.

Dear Classmates; :
It eertainly is splendid to be able to
Join you all in this yearly roundeup and to swap tales
‘of our experienses. This past year has been a slow
moving one for me, I am still connected with the Bell
Telephone Iaboratories doing design work en radio equi~-
pment, slowly working in the routine and watching the
mountain labor and the mouse being born. For a while
the monotony nearly got me and mental stagnation began
to set in. To prevent this,l started a few hours of
graduate work at Columbia Universxty. The stimmlation
was pleasantly astonishing. It was a mental tonic. It

realy peps one up., I prescribe it as s sure ours for
the drabness caused by slow moving routino if any of
you fellows are so0 afflicted.

This business depression, the bottom
of which we have now reaohed, may be a blessing in dis-
guise, especially if we acoept depressions as periodieal
ogourances, for it has hit us before we bave been firmly
established. It is better to slip off the first rung of
the ladder than to fall from the top, It is teaching us

“to wateh omt for the pitfalls when we will bs 1in domm-

and- pitfalls that our present leaders seem to be using
as places of refuge. Mass production seems t0 have
passed through its undiseiplined and uwnmoral youth., I%
rushesd onward blindly but now exausted it must rest and
wonder wherda it is and where it is going.  Tomorrow, it
will start as a wiser and more matured individual, guie
ded by ethical, economic amd philosophical principles-
principles that will meke humanity the end rather than
the means of industry., It may even learn the value of
leisure. : :

I am still a bachelor but am going with
a girl in Chicago; the one who prevented me from getting
to class on time at Iowa. During the past yeur we have
csovered over 10,000 miles in trips between ‘New York and
Chicago. Bo-as soon a8 this depression ig over I intend
to settle down many many miles from a railroad station.

Very truly

f . W .’%c o -,
. W J{'MqLarney. 7



LV

Pert Byren, Illinois
Jan., 17,1932

Dear Friends:

¥ineteen thirty twe is here, and it is time that we take an
inventery of our class and of ourselves, The ¥.X, 30,s of

Iowa have stood firm and erect under the fire of tusiness
depression, It is true that I have taken one hard tlew on

the chin, tut am tack in the fray with more courage and just-
ified determinatien than ever trefore. The tone of your written
theughts has changed a great deal during the last year. Mature
sdasened veterans twenty five years of age have dutifully
accepted their respensirilities,

Reterts and Schaefer Ce.tried hard te keep me en a pay-rell,
tut finally after exhausting thier sales field and odd jets
around the Wrigley Building, they were ferced te send me inte
the ranks of the unempleyed. August the twenty fourth found
me at home ageain enithe farm with my Dad, Mether, and Sis,

Of course I felt very tlue and entertained all the titter
thou%hts that eccur to an energetic untried man, tied hand
and O.to

A month ef restlessness were me down te commen sense and reasen.
Ccterer and Nevemter were spent quietly and thoughtfully. The
tlue line print fellewing this letter will give you an idea

of my activities in Decemter. A yoeung men,s group, a young .
wemen, 8 group, and our mail project furnished me with practical
experience in erganizing people, thoughts, and efforts.

¥n Christmas day our high school principal passed away. One
ef the memters of the faculty was advanced te the principal-
ship, and I was appeinted te carry on the instructien ef math-
ematics and science, Semester examinations have just Teen
administered, and 1 am oerganizing a pregram of study fer
Algerra, Geemetry, Physics, and Business Law. What ever you
de don,t send any information te 'my pupilsccgoncerning my
atility in these several fields, ' You know that we are pals;-
new are,nt we? Mail pals te bteot,

Yext time you move please send me the news., It takes lots ef
patience te wait yeu fellows out, The 1932 letter will be
started in Decemter. Thanks for the fine letters and the cash,

Thank you Mr. Wright for your valuatle centritutien te our
tooklet. Men eof your forceful well expressed thoughts merit

a place ameng the leaders of eur professien. We, whe are yeung
and untrained, can pick tig wood from little wood,

Mr., Barnes furnished the negetive for the picture on the cever,
Every ene of the 30,s appreciate the advantages of this fine
lateratery, and feel that the Mechahical Enginmering Department
of the State University ef Iewa deserves such equipment.

Centinued GGOCOODD LLUUCCKK te all ef you,

Sincerely,

Wollpa £ Nobosor
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January 10, 1931

Dear Classmates and Teachers:

' It doesn't seem possible, does it fellows,
that another Class Letter time has rolled around?
Last year we were the seniors of “last year®, but
now we have joined the rank and file of graduates
---=the class of *'30. The little impressions we
mede, the little distinctions we gained are fast
being forgotten . Thenceforth the year will roll

on while as a class we will slip deeper into
obscurity. Of course, some will distinguish them-
selves in one way or another, but the majority of us
must be content to fill our niche in life. It is in
those yéars to follow that we will look forward to
the old "Mechanical Bull Session". Let us hope that
we can continue its issuance until, as the years pass
on, it will be of real value to us.

Personally, the last year has been somewhat
uneventful. However, I must not forget the one important
event. 1In May of last year I joined the great army of
those who promise to "love honor and obey®, and by this
timg have become rather accustomed to the roll of dutiful
husband.

In the line of my work I have neither gone
forward or back. I've been shifted into three different
lines of work since the last writing, and have barely had
an opportunity to familiarize myself with one thing before
being shifted to another. TFor the last six months I've
been working on step by step (Dial) equipment. Its very
interesting and if I continue until I really know something
about what I'm doing, I'1ll probably be at it for the next
fifty years. 1I'm satisfied, though, because the work is
interesting and I'm learning something new every day .

I wish I could grasP‘eaoh of you by the hand
and say, "Hello Lawrence, Bergie, Clarence, Earl, Cecil,
Hardwick, Kenny, Mclarney, Mougin, Wally, Sang, Rocky,



Mr. Oroft and Mr, Barnes. Howaryah. I'm iéoking
Torward to reading each of your letters and hope
that none of you fail to contribute.”
' . \
Good-by until next year

Sincerely, ' ( Wf
7/ ' N s
(Signed) . N //’

1l1lel3th St. S. E.,
Cedar-Rapide, Iowa, -
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430 So. Sixth st.,
DeKalb, Illinois,
January 11, 1932.

Classmatesa: - :

: Time for another issue of The Mechanicals' “Bull
Session®?, in fact, almost past time., It seems only a few
short days since I labored over my first contribution. But
I imagine these past twelve months, so quickly gone, have
been quite eventfulifor most of that Clad# of 1930.

As to my own personal experiences, I can't see that
anything of unusual importarice has occurred during the last
year. What little progress I have made seems to have veen
in a reverse direction.i’y job here remains practically un-
changed, since I haven't as yet attained 2 position of any

-~ creat respon31b111ty and am s8till wearing overalls to work,

;ysalary is one thing that has changed some, a ten percent
reduction having been imposed on the firat of last November.
This reduction had one consoling feature in that it was
applied to all salaries from the president's down to the
night wetchman's. I'm really not so much worrfed about the
president, though. 1I've even.managed to lose a little noney
in & bank failure. But I can't complain, I'm still making

a decent living and having some fun besides.

well, I got up at five 8'clock this morning‘tf get this

“letter written, and it is now time to go to work so will have

to leave the rest unsaid, which wouldn't be much. I sincerely
hope that another year will find nome of us "singing the blues',

I have at least had the satisfaction this last year of
having been able to use my engineering education to considerable
advantage, and believe I shall never regret the time spent in
gaining that education.

Wigﬁing you all more of asuccess during the coming year,

1 remiiis.

Your friend and classmate,

?ri,ZT/ :S ch:?&W‘



6547 Union Avenue
Chicago, Illinois
January 2, 1¢31

Dear Gang,

Another year posted on the hocks of time. In
retrospect its been a2 hectic as well as a joyous vear for me.
lace me sort of sit uy and take notice of sore of the gvery
day thines that occur. Iiope it 4has done some gocd. So muerh
for personal philosophy, -- better csct down to the business
of writing my autoblography for the year 1931, '"Are ya
lissenen®"™

When the last installment cf this yellow shect
wzs printed, I was still sbsorbin.: the rucirents of the vanpe
and peddlin~ my wares at the Jestern llectriec Com uany, (See
installment 1).

Continued the process of give and take until one
bric-ht and shiny morning in the latter part of .ay, the boss
called me in and told me that business conditions were bad,
(as thourh I didn't know it,) and remarked that the vounrer
men were being asked to tezke a leave of absence. Now 1 ask
you, could I refuse the poor fellow? I couldé see his heart
wi.s broakine so ruther than wateh him erdure such agony, I
walzed out of his presence and turned my ba:sk upon the early
s2tes of that large institution, consoled by the “act that Lady
Fortune smiled on me for a little while aflter coing my best to
blease her.

I next joineé up with Crigsby-Grunow Company,
Chicaso, manufacturers of Majestic hacios. Stayed there three
months and organized the radio mechanicesl development section.
Wont zo into details with regard to conditicns existing there.
Let it be surfieisnt to oy that I quit the Job furins the worst
of the degressisn, '

A free man arain with no sure prospeets for ancther
position. i'ent home for two weeks. Came back to Chiecacs znd
the next day lined up with my present employers, the Jensen
Radio Manufacturing Company, Chicago, manuf=cturers of cuality
radio speakers for intcrnationally known radio sets. The Jensen
Plant employs from three hundred to five hundred persons and
manuiactures two thocusaind spealers er d2y. >

Ly present posiiion is thet of Industrial sneincer
and Assistant to the Superintendent. Ly work is %o suservise
and install wage incentive plans; install cost arcounting systers;
Utilize our present production methods most effectively, ané if
necessary revise them l'or mcre efficient o_.eratisn. Frankly,
I have met with considerahle success. “ossibly I have fcund
my element. '



Jznuary 2, 1131

iias bhack to school for licmucoming. ould like to

have seen more of you tellows there. I'd sive my eve-teeth

for znother one of those bull-sessicns we so often held in toe
40

senicr mechanieal'™s room. Brine >n the dentist and his chzir
and we'll make it next homecomine., low about 117

i
=3

Iy elosing wish is thst esch cne o>f you fellows
have given, or will ~ive old nan depression a good swift kicok
risbt square in the sest of his :znts. .is act's over and its
tire for the hook. Good luck Gang.

Your classmate

I%adore Jay (I.J.) Roecklin



Parlin, N. J.
January 23, 1932

Dear Wally,

I just came to the realization that I had promised to have
my letter off to you by the 18th and I'm a week late. Also I'm
rather upset. You see I just received a telegram telling me of
Al Clement's death; one who we all loved so well, who was both
father and guide while we were in school there. - 1 sencerely re-
gret that I can not bte present for the last narting with Al, but
my thoughts will be there every hour, every moment of the time.
We shall all miss him, especially at Homecoming.

I'm afraid this will be a short letter because I haven't
much to tell that is new. 1I've been here at Parlin for a year now
and have got a lot more experience. This is the original Duco
plant, another being in Flint Michigan which is much more care-
fully planned as a result of the pioneering here. We also make
guncotton, nitmocotton, dynamite cotton and film cotton. 1In
addition, the bulk of the solvents for the manufacture of Duco
is made here,-ethyl acetate, iso-butal acetate, and a host of
others. The DuPont-Pathe Film Corporation is here too, although
it is quite senagrated from the Parlin plant, as they have a sep-
arate management and persommel. If you ever see a Pathe or Warner
Bros. picture it is made with film manufactured here. Also if
you have seen Admiral Byrd's pictures of his expedition to the
South Pole, it too was taken on film made here, an extreme test
of quality, having crossed the equater twice and subjected to
extreme heat and cold. .

Since coming here I've had lots of different jobs. Itve
learned quite a bit more about chemistry, especially distillation
and rectification. My strong suit is power however, and I've
had a wealth of experience in whoopning the efficiency in steam
and nower generation equipment. It is much easier to do the job
than it is to find out how much money was saved by having done
it, which of course we must do. OQOur division is the only one in
the comnany that has to justify its existance by actual savings.
And it does.

I had a little tough luck which may or may not alter progress
for a time. I was forceably reminded last summer that I had a
stemach ulcer. After many preliminaries of x-rays, "egzeminations"
(who used to say that) and what-not, counled with some pretense
at working, it was decided that I take a leave of absence and
a complete rest for about two months, It was sugzested that I
go to Detroit where my brother is rracticing medecine and have
another going over by a snecialist which he would decide upon.
The outcome of it was that I spvent two weeks in Henry Ford's
hosnital in Detroit, four weeks at home and two more weeks in
Detroit again for final surveillance, making a total of eight
weeks away from work. All of this time I was recékving full
salary and comnany insurance, as well as written inquipies from

my 8uperiors as to my condition., I feel that no other company



in this country would have done any better. I'm still on a diet.
I can't eat meat, raw vegetables, fresh fruits or even soups made
with meat stock, but am zetting along as well as can be expected
and perhans in another vear-if I stick to my diet I'll come around
ok again.

While in Detroit, both on my way home and on my way back
I had a good visit with Hardwick. 1I'd like to have visitéd Iowa
City but didn't feel enough 1llke it,

I'm rather close to New York and get over guite often. 1Idve
seen many of the show hits and the dazzel of Broadway. Heve been
to the top of the tallest bullding in the world and thought of
you, Wally, and your orize-winning A. 8, N¥. E. paper while riding
in the elevator. I went over to Princeton the other night to go
ice~skating in the indoor rink they hsve there and who should I
meet on the street but MYonroce and his wife. HYe graduated in the
1930 chem. engineering class. He told me he was tsking graduate
work in chemnistry at Princeton and I can tell you it was certainly
a delightful surnrise to meet someone from Jowa like that. " I'm
going over again sometime and we'll have a real sescion,

Well, I don't have much more to write atout. I hope that
these hard times have not hit too many of our bunch., I've seen
good men turned off here, too, during the past year. Things
surely ought to pick up again soon. If they don't we can migrate,

I hope the rest of the bunch were more prompt in getting.

their letters to you and I'm sorry if I kept you walting., With
a cheer and a handclasp for each member of the faculty and class

of 1930, I am,

Yours fraternally,





