ADVENTURES IN THE ARTS

not or cannot know. It is the sixth sense of the
creator.

These artists were men alone, touched with .the
pristine significance of nature. It was pioneering of
a difficult nature, precarious as all individual investi-
gation of a spiritual or esthetic character is sure to
be. Its first requisite is isolation, its last requisite is
appreciation. All of these painters are gone over
into that place they were so eager to investigate,
illusion or reality. Their pictures are witness here
to their seriousness. They testify to the bright ever-
lastingness of beauty. If they have not swayed the
world, they have left a dignified record in the art
of a given time. Their contemporary value is at
least inestimable. They are among the very first in
the development of esthetics in America in point of
merit. They made no compromise, and their record
is clear. )

If one looks over the record of American art up
to the period of ultra-modernism, it will be found
that these men are the true originals among Ameri-
can painters. We shall find outside of them and a
very few others, so much of sameness, a certain
academic convention which, however pronounced or
meagre the personalities are, leave those person-
alities in the category of “safe” painters. They do
not disturb by an excessively intimate point of view
toward art or toward nature. They come up to
gallery requirements by their “pleasantness” or the
inoffensiveness of their style. They offer little in
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